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Green Street Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
Minutes of meeting for business 21% 4" Month 2019 -
Held at 45 West School House Lane, Philadelphia PA 19144.

Present: JoAnn Seaver (Clerk)., Chris Mohr (Recording Clerk), Jason Carr, Margie

Felton, Lola Georg. Viv Hawkins, Hollister Knowlton. Traci Sullivan, Walter Hjelt
Sullivan, Bill Van Stone., Marille Thomas, Ashanta Washington, Jerry Williams

2019.04.01. Meeting opened with a brief period of worship at 12:45 pm.

2019.04.02. The agenda was read and approved.

2019.04.03. Nominating Committee: Walter Hjelt Sullivan, clerk. reporting.

The following nominations were brought back for a second reading:

* Worship and Ministry Committee: Lola Georg for a 3-year term through 6/30/2022; Lori
Sinitzky as clerk

¢ Recording Team: Anthony DiGiovanni, Walter Hjelt Sullivan, and Chris Mohr, each
continuing for an additional 1-year term through 6/30/2020

* Budget Committee: David La Fontaine continuing for a 1-year term through 6/30/2020

e Care and Counsel Committee: Jim Hood continuing for a 3-year term through 6/30/2022

* Property Committee: Paul Jablonski continuing for a 3-year term through 6/30/2022

Friends approved.

The following nominations for the Greene Street Friends School Board of Trustees
were brought back for a second reading:

e Tracey Smith, Valerie Anderson, and Michael Landsburg, each for a first term on the board,

3-year term through 6/30/2022:




¢ Sarah Clarke, Shayna Bayard, Anthony DiGiovanni, and Chris Mohr, each for a second 3-
year term through 6/30/2022; and

* Koof Kalkstein and Russ Endo, both for a third 3-year term through 6/30/2022.

Friends approved. Walter noted that the board will include 10 Quakers and 9 non-
Quakers: 9 women and 10 men: 9 persons of color and 10 white people:; and 5 current
parents and 13 people who are not currently parents.

The following nominations were presented for a first reading:
Hospitality Committee: Mary Noland as clerk for a 3-year term through 6/30/2022
¢ Budget Committee: Selette James, continuing for a 3-year term through 6/30/2022
¢ Hospitality Committee: Gabbreell James, continuing for a 3-year term through 6/30/2022
¢ Property Committee: Bill Van Stone, continuing for a 3-year term through 6/30/2022

* Quaker Voluntary Service (QVS) Support Committee: Jean Prestas, continuing for a 3-year
term through 6/30/2022.

These nominations will be brought back for a second reading next month. Friends
with any comments or concerns should let the nominating committee know in the

meantime.

Mary Noland is withdrawing from the Library Committee in light of her new role. and

Shani Taylor is rotating off of Ministry and Worship Committee after completing her
second 3-year term.

2019.04.04. Care and Counsel Committee: Margie Felton reporting.
Jerry Williams’ application for membership was brought forward for a second

reading. Friends approved with enthusiasm. A welcoming committee was formed
with Traci Sullivan, convener. Marille Thomas. and Chris Mohr.

Next Sunday there will be a Circles of Care lunch after meeting for worship.

Margie asked JoAnn Seaver to review the next matter. Viv Hawkins requested transfer
of her membership from Central Philadelphia Monthly Meeting to Green Street. The
committee is ready to recommend that this transfer be approved. Ordinarily a transfer
would not need to be held over. However, Viv also carries the Life Calls ministry.
which is under the care of Central Philadelphia. Care and Counsel would like to open

a discussion today on taking this ministry under our care at Green Street, for further
discussion and potentially action in May.

Viv Hawkins described the Life Calls ministry as a ministry to foster faithfulness. It
has two main parts: to increase spiritual accountability: and to provide resources for

ministers. such as people to minister to. or financial support for travel in the ministry,
for example. Toward the second part, the Releasing Ministry Alliance is a website Viv

developed to publicize and fundraise for ministries. Viv said having Green Street take
Life Calls under its care would mean having some kind of spiritual accountability

group and being fiscal sponsor. The ministry receives perhaps 13 donations a year and
makes fewer disbursements than that.

There was discussion. A Friend suggested comparing the process before us to the
existing guidelines for taking a ministry under our care. It was noted that Life Calls
was endorsed by Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting in 2015. Viv was asked if she has a
vision for how Green Street could take this under our care; she said she is open to
what the meeting wants. A Friend mentioned that Viv has also convened two




gatherings of women. non-binary. genderqueer. and/or trans Friends in public

ministry; these have been very powerful. A Friend suggested we may wish to reflect
on our experience of taking ministries under our care, and consider if we need to

revise or recommit to our guidelines. Another Friend suggested the ministry is an
extension of Viv’s heart and is ready to receive it with open hands and heart.

The Clerk said it appears we are clear about Viv’s membership. and we feel no stop to
taking the ministry under our care. However, we’re unclear about how taking the
ministry under our care will actually be accomplished in practice. L.ola Georg agreed
to convene a working group that includes members of Care and Counsel as well as
Worship and Ministry. the treasurer, and the Meeting secretary. to review clearness
around process. L.ola noted that she is a member of Viv’s current spiritual
accountability group at Central Philadelphia. We asked the working group to come
back to the May meeting for business with a proposal. We will then consider Viv’s
membership transfer and taking Life Calls under our care.

04.05. Kitchen and Meetinghouse Use Working Group: Margie Felton and Jerry
Williams reporting.

The reservation forms and fee schedule for use of the Meetinghouse. including the
kitchen. are 90% complete. The working group has dwindled from around 8 to about
3. The group is still waiting for some input from Greene Street Friends School. Then
the documents need to be circulated to the former working group members. and then
come back to meeting for business next month.

The current working group recommends that it be laid down when it’s work is done,
and a new standing working group be formed to carry forward this work. They

recommend it include one person each from the Hospitality Committee. the Property
Committee. and the School.

The Clerk said the school is interested to have a larger group meet to review use of the
kitchen and Meetinghouse. And we want the School to know what our vision for the
kitchen is. Once the current working group gives the Clerk a sense of when their work
is ready to share with the School. she will convene this larger meeting. The Clerk was
mindful of the need to maintain good relations with the School. even as the
relationship evolves. For example. we look forward to “‘Morning with a Friend” in the
fall.

2019.04.06. Minutes to this point were read and approved.

2019.04.07. Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Multicultural Audit: Jerry Williams
reporting.

Relevant minutes from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Continuing Sessions were
shared. The Multicultural Audit Steering Committee was laid down after they brought
forward the name of the selected consultant. Prototype Entities.

Jerry encouraged Friends to attend Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting on April 28 at
Chestnut Hill Meeting. There will be an opportunity for monthly meetings to share
about their work. It was suggested Green Street could talk about its work to take up
the findings of the Friends General Conference institutional assessment on systemic
racism.




2019.04.08. Renewal Campaign Update: Jerry Williams reporting.

The campaign for renewal of the Meetinghouse was launched at Thanksgiving 2018.
We have raised $64.000 in 5 months, toward our goal of $225.000 in 3 years. The
committee is now Margaret Wood., Mary Noland. Joann Seaver, Jerry Williams. and
Ashanta Washington. We received $9.500 from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s
Building Grant Fund. We will have a fundraising “thermometer” graphic in the
Meetinghouse soon. as well as figures on the website. Some Greene Street Friends

School parents are interested and may be willing to ask others to contribute.

2018.04.09. EMIR Ministry Support Group: Lola Georg reporting.
The group has met monthly for the last 16 months. Using the Quaker Social Change

Ministry model of AFSC. its purpose is to support the EMIR Healing Center, which

was founded by our member Victoria Greene to provides support to families of

murder victims. The support group does work at EMIR’s suggestion. Another purpose
of the group is to deepen spiritual connections among group members. [.ola shared the

group covenant, which they read at every meeting.

Last year the group collected 105 backpacks with school supplies for families
served by EMIR. They are also collecting donations for a staff self-care fund.
Ongoing or future activities include: School supplies drive for fall 2019 will kick off
at Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting next Sunday: supporting the staff self-care fund:
and supporting EMIR’s 20" anniversary celebration in October.

Lola presented the following requests of Green Street Meeting:
Pray for EMIR Healing Center and for the ministry support group

Join the support group if so led

Support the School supplies drive by shopping online or donating funds

Donate to the staff self-care fund

Attend, purchase tickets, volunteer for, or otherwise support the 20" anniversary gala

Consider having the Meeting sponsor the gala; the support group proposes a $5,000
donation over and above the Meeting’s usual annual donation.

The group thanked our member Victoria Greene for her work as founder and
executive director of EMIR. The group also thanked everyone who has contributed or
participated. Friends approved forwarding the sponsorship request to the Budget
Committee.

oGk W N

2018.04.10. Sanctuary Support Dinner: Walter Sullivan reporting.
About 30 people attended the dinner to support families in sanctuary. raising $900.

We are sending $300 to each of the 3 families currently in sanctuary in Germantown.

Speakers included ministers from First United Methodist Church of Germantown and
Germantown Mennonite Church. who spoke of their experience having families live
in sanctuary at their churches. The beneficiary of the next dinner—likely to be on June

23 —may be Juntos. a Latinx-led organization in South Philly. They may be able to
offer us advice and suggestions on future actions.

2018.04.11. Community Workshop on Gentrification: JoAnn Seaver reporting.

A community workshop on gentrification was held in our dining room yesterday,
sponsored by Germantown Residents for Economic Alternatives Together (GREAT),

Men Who Care. Germantown Meeting. and our Meeting. It was an informative and a

lively time of grappling with the needs of the community with respect to development
in the neighborhood. The gathering was emblematic of our aspiration be in partnership

with the community to work for the good of the community. On Monday. 4/22 at
6:30. at Janes Memorial United Methodist Church. there will be a meeting to focus on




proposed development of the former Germantown High School. Members were

invited to attend as this is an immediate need and a start at concerted community
action.

2018.04.12. Announcement: There will be an all-candidate forum with City Council
candidates on April 24. 6-9 pm. at Wissahickon Charter School. Green Street

Meeting is a cosponsor.

2018.04.13. The remaining minutes were read and approved. We were reminded of
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our query. “How are we becoming an antiracist community?”

The meeting closed with a brief period of worship. intending to meet again on 19% 5%
Month 2019.

Our Meetinghouse Renewal Campaign

Hands-on fundraising to renew our meetinghouse began in the Spring of 2018 and the work
continues today. Our historic meetinghouse was built in 1876, with additions in 1877, 1901, and
1917. Despite ongoing stewardship, it is time to renew the life of this home of ours.

This hundred-year renewal is making us all feel good and we hope you will share that good feeling
for being part of it. The old kitchen has been transformed. We can picture ourselves communally
preparing our coffee hours, lunches and dinners with readily available equipment with lots of space
bordered by gleaming walls and shelves. There are working areas not only for adults but for our
children. Overhead, a smooth ceiling and recessed lights cover necessary pipes and rewiring.

We picture ourselves in the dining room, at last made accessible to all, surrounded by cheerful
colors made brighter with new light fixtures for energy efficient lights and ingenious window
treatment. And, a dream come true, we are able to hear each other since acoustic panels are part
of the scheme.

We marvel at the repurposing and transformation of neglected spaces to create venting for the
stove, separate storage rooms for the meeting and for the school, a cleanable floor extending the
new colors of the dining room into formerly dark places, the latest in storage units reclaiming
under stairs space.

Green Street Friends Meeting has at its heart being warmly welcoming. Now, our presentation
matches our practice - thanks to F(f)riends like you.

Our dreams of renewal have been given form by the work of our Property Committee and our
architect, Larry McEwen. Let us walk you through all that is planned.

Our aim is to present our meetinghouse as an open place for worship, welcome, and service. While

the meeting is able to use some of its reserves—the legacy of generations past—to contribute
substantially to the $825,000 total cost of the project, our meeting community today has
committed to raising $225,000 in a special campaign. The meeting asks you to consider what
resources you might share and asks for your gift.

There are several ways that you can contribute directly to Green Street Monthly Meeting’s
fundraiser to bring us to our goal beyond what our Trustees have allocated. Donations in any




amount will assist Green Street Meeting. What matters most is that our meeting’s Friends consider
personally significant contributions to this once-in-a-generation opportunity to reinvigorate our
community’s physical space.

Our website contains a link for making donations, and the fundraiser brochure and pledge card are
available in the office. To receive a copy, please contact our meetinghouse secretary, Ashanta
Washington secretary@greenstreetfriendsmeeting.org or call (267) 285-0553. The pledge card
shows you several options for making a gift. For more information, or to make your recurring or
one-time gift contact joann.seaver@verizon.net.

The good uses of Green Street’s meetinghouse are many and cover generations—generations of
members and attenders and their families, and generations of children in Greene Street Friends
School who fill the dining room every school day and the meeting room on Wednesdays. The
school uses the meetinghouse for occasions such as parent dinners, school trustee meetings and
Martin Luther King Days of Service. The meetinghouse has held weddings—welcoming same sex
marriages since the 90’s, memorial services, workshops, committee meetings, coffee hours that last
well into the afternoon, conferences, Monthly Meetings for Worship for Business, and a free series
of Documentaries and Discussion for all-comers. It has been the spiritual home of our membership,
creating a holy space for worship, searching, insight and support. It has helped us build a warm and
vital community that is enlivened by our outreach into our Germantown community.

No gift is too small! Please join us in making the meetinghouse fundraiser a success.
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